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SPORTS JOURNAL An up-close look at athletics

Out of the Limelight
0
n a Saturday morning in
September, one-half hour
before the kickoff of an
SU/Virginia Tech game in the
Carrier Dome, football fans are
parking their cars outside Manley
Field House. They make their way
across the lot to the shuttle buses
that will carry them to the Dome.
But something catches their
attention.
Out on Coyne Field, adjacent
to Manley, an SU women's field
hockey game is taking place. The
football fans, noticing that some
kind of sporting activity is underway, walk over. They stand out·
side Coyne's chain-link fence,
catch a few glimpses of the field
hockey game, then leave to catch
the buses.
On Coyne this morning, SU
senior Jill Groff is working hard
on defense, protecting SU's goal
from the offensive advances of
Bucknell University. She wants to
protect the goal just as much as
Orangemen Tim Pidgeon and
Peter Ewald hope to protect their
team's goal during the football
game later that day.
But in tomorrow's newspaper
Pidgeon's and Ewald's exploits,
with those of the entire SU football team, will be splattered across
the sports section in several
lengthy articles. As for the
Syracuse field hockey team, the
score of their game will be found
in agate type, buried in a page
filled with statistics and scores of
many other games in a variety of
sports. Perhaps the team's exploits
will merit a few lines in a "colleges roundup" section.
Jill Groff doesn't mind the lack
of recognition. "It's like that all
over, not just in Syracuse," she
says. "It's the nature of field
hockey."
Groff even understands that the
popularity of football and basketball- the so-called "revenue
sports" - benefits all the varsity
programs, including her own. But
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what Groff wishes is that more
people would realize the commitment she and the rest of her teammates have to their sport.
"We are committed to our
sport just as much as the football
and basketball players are committed to theirs," she says. "We
train for 12 months a year. There
is no difference between our intensity or desire to excel and
anyone else's on any other team."
The Orangewomen's desire to
excel became evident in 1986. SU
finished 1986 with an 11-5-2
record. During the early part of
the season, Syracuse was ranked
in the NCAA Coaches' Top
Twenty for the first time in the
team's history. The team also participated in the Eastern College
Athletic Conference Championships, its first postseason action
since SU field hockey gained Division I status in field hockey in
1982. (SU lost to Maine 1- 0 in
triple overtime in the frrst round.)
As late as 1978, field hockey
had been a nonvarsity "club
sport" at SU; the team has come
a long way.
Grofrs contributions as both a
defender and an offensive threat
were one of the main reasons for
SU's success in 1986. While anchoring and directing the defense-SU allowed only II goals
in 17 games-Groff was also SU's
leading scorer, with 14 goals. During the past two years, Groff was
SU's designated shot-taker on
penalty corners, the single most
effective play in field hockey for
scoring goals.
In 1984 and 1985, Groff was
voted Most Valuable Player by
her teammates. In 1985, Groff
was named to the Coaches'
Association Mid-East Regional
All-America team, after scoring
seven goals and four assists from
the sweeper position.
"She's one of the best I've ever
had, " says Kathleen Parker, the
team's head coach since 1978

(with a combined record of
82-62-10). " Jill's skills are solid,
and she always works to improve.
She stays out there later than
anyone working on her penalty
stroke or whatever else she feels
needs improvement."
To end here would tell only
half of Groff's story. Her desire
on the field has a parallel in her
desire in the classroom. An electrical engineering major, Groff is
a member of Tau Beta Pi, the national engineering honor society,
and Eta Kappa Nu, the electrical
and computer engineering honor
society. In 1984 she received one
of two scholarships underwritten
by Eastman-Kodak Corp. each
year for a student in the College
of Engineering. And, though she
eventually did not apply, Groff
was considered a strong candidate
for the Rhodes Scholarship; each
year, the University examines only
a handful of its very best students
as possible nominees.
"Jill has a high level of motivation," says Earl J . Kletsky, assistant dean for undergraduate affairs in the College of Engineering. "Her accomplishments in the

classroom and on the playing field
are just an indication of what kind
of motivation she has."
"If someone who doesn't know
Jill and all she's accomplished
were to sit down and talk to her,
she would never tell that person
about all she's done," says
Parker. "They'd have to find out
about it by asking someone else."
They'd also never find out
about it in the Sunday newspaper.

I

t is the first day of classes
of the spring 1986 semester.
Schoepflin Auditorium, the largest
lecture hall in the Crouse-Hinds
School of Management Building,
is filled with students who have
registered for " Marketing and
Society." More than 200 students
are in the room.
Shortly before class begins,
Rony Seikaly, the 6-foot-10 starting center on SU's men's basketball team, walks into the room
and takes a seat. Whispers quickly
spread throughout the auditorium. Most of the students in
the room know who Seikaly is.
A few minutes later, Jim Garrant, the 5-foot-8, 158-pound cap-
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Seniors Jill Groff and Jim
Garrant are both stars, but
their sports, field hockey and
soccer, operate in obscurity.
tain of SU's soccer squad walks
inconspicuously into the room
and looks for a seat. This time,
however, there are no whispers.
Except for Garrant's friends, none
of the students even know he is
an athlete.
Garrant is probably a bigger
name in the collegiate soccer
world than Seikaly is in the collegiate basketball world. The difference, however, is in the size of
their respective "worlds."
Seikaly's world is the Carrier
Dome, with 30,<XX) fans and a national television audience. Garrant's world is also the Carrier
Dome, or sometimes Coyne Field,
but with perhaps a few hundred
fans.
There's a standard joke that
when the soccer team plays in the
Dome, the buzzing of the
overhead lights drowns out the
noise of the crowd, or lack
thereof. When basketball fans
enter the Carrier Dome, they are

greeted by hawkers selling
thick, magazine-like game
programs. The programs
for soccer games, on the other
hand, are single-sheet photoIn a game at Coyne,
nn·wr·:~nl< are placed under
stones on vacant seats
so the wind doesn't
blow them away.
Garrant, like
Groff, accepts his
team's fate . But
also like Groff,
Garrant would
like more people
to realize the commitment he and
his teammates have to their sport.
He points to SU's year-round
training schedule. After the fall
season, SU soccer keeps going,
training indoors all winter. The
team competes in intercollegiate
indoor tournaments, and, in the
spring, SU plays an abbreviated
outdoor schedule. After the spring
season, team members are given
a strict summer regimen consisting
of running and weight-lifting.
"For 12 months of the year, we
are consumed with soccer and
striving to get better," says Garrant. "After the season, it's not
like the coach says, 'Well, great
year, guys, see ya next August.' ... It's a continual process
with the indoor season, spring
season, preseason practice in
August, and our in-season training and games.
"During the season our day
consists of waking up early for
those 'eight-thirties' [8:30 classes],
which every athlete on any team
is all too familiar with; a full day
of classes with a break for lunch;
then soccer until 7. Then from 8
p.m. to whenever we hit the
books, until sleep. Then we wake
up and do it all over again."
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For two-and-a-half months
during the fall, the soccer players
repeat this process every day. Why
bother? Certainly not for recognition. Soccer gets a little press
coverage during its regular season
in the fall, and that's enormous
compared to the coverage of soccer's indoor and spring seasons.
Nothing.
Love of the game is one reason
for his commitment, says Garrant. But the biggest reason is inner satisfaction-not only personal satisfaction, but group
satisfaction within the fraternity of
teammates, coaches, and the opposing teams, who are all going
through the same thing.
"Everybody involved with the
team knows what we do is
special," says Garrant, "even if a
lot of other people don't realize
it or know we even exist."
Garrant has seen places where
people do know that soccer exists
and where soccer even receives attention; at the University of Connecticut and Hartwick College,
for example, soccer is king.
"They have a huge billboard at
UConn advertising upcoming
games," Garrant says, "and their
student newspaper devotes a lot
more to soccer than ours does.
Last year at the Big East Tournament, UConn's paper had an article called 'Ricky's Back' with all
kinds of facts about our goalie,
Rick Fatscher, encouraging their
fans to heckle him . Their paper
even game him his nickname,
'Hollywood.' It's fun to play there
because soccer is such a big deal
to them."
"It's iroruc that people at some
of our opponents' campuses
probably know more about our
players than people here know
about their own players," says SU
head coach Tim Hankinson.
Syracuse was undefeated
against Hartwick and Connecticut
this year; SU is on the rise. The
team concluded the 1986 regular
season with a 15-4-2 record, the
second-best record in school
history. It had been ranked as
high as 13th in the NCAA
coaches' poll and number one in
the New York State Region. For
the fifth straight year, SU received
a bid to the Big East Championships, a tournament that Syracuse
won in 1982 and 1985.

With a season like that, the
Orangemen expected to be one of
24 teams invited to the NCAA
Tournament, but instead the bid
went to Hartwick, although SU
had beaten them earlier in the
season.
"Hartwick is the name school,
almost a revered name in collegiate soccer, '' says Coach
Hankinson. "We're the new kid
on the block . The only thing we
can do is to continue to have winning seasons and to hope we get
some respect."
"We've got to keep climbing
that hill," Garrant adds.
Garrant, team captain in both
1985 and 1986, has played an integral part in the climb. As a
freshman, he was named to the
Big East All-Tournament team
and earned first team all-New
York honors in Division I; he
repeated both as a sophomore. In
1985, Garrant was named to the
Big East All-Tournament team
for the third year in a row. (An
injury kept him out of the 1986
championships.)
"Jim deserves All-American
consideration," Hankinson says.
"When opposing coaches talk
about Syracuse, they zero in on
Jim."
"He's gotten better every year
he's played at Syracuse, " says
UConn coach Joe Morrone.
"He's been a thorn in our side for
four years. To tell you how much
I think of him, I voted for him
to be the Big East Player-of-they ear in 1986, although his season
ended prematurely because of injury." Garrant eventually did win
the Big East's Northern Division
Player-of-the-Year Award, despite
the injury that kept him out of the
tournament.
An accounting major, Garrant
will graduate in May. Hankinson
has offered him a graduate
assistantship and assistant coach
position, an offer that would
allow Garrant to pursue his
master's of business administration degree. Though he is
undecided, the opportunity to
return to SU is alluring.
"I think there are big things in
the future for Syracuse soccer,"
he says. "I think I'd like to be
part of that in some way.''
He already is.
-Marty Bah!
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